PREFACE.

AT the time of General Mitchel's death an at-
tempt was made to give to his countrymen an author-
ized account of his services in science and in the
army. But the selection and arrangement of the
material for the biographer was in itself an impor-
tant feature, and there was then no one of his family
sufficiently experienced to do the work. Besides,
while his scientific record could have been given then
as well as now, an account of his brief military
career could not at that time have been written in-
telligently. He died before the work of suppressing
the rebellion was half finished, during that earlier,
darker period of the struggle when the nation was
at its greatest peril, and was still groping for some
strong, clear intellect to take the guidance of its
armies, and bring order out of chaos.

This was no time to write war history. The
events of that period must first be mellowed by dis-
tance ; light must be thrown on the condition of that
portion of the country then in rebellion, and hedged
in by an impenetrable barrier of bayonets; twenty
years of peace must elapse, with a continued flow of
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